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a month, and a lecturer 210 roubles. All outside lecturing is paid
for, and, as there is a great demand for lectures from clubs,
trade unions, etc., the lowest paid on the staff can make 500
roubles a month and the highest 1,000 to 1,500 roubles. Every
member of the staff receives two months' holiday in the summer.
In winter, institutes close for two weeks. The staff may be called
on to do some extra work, but in practice this rarely happens, so
that the two weeks are usually holidays.
I listened to a lecture given to a history class. A group of about
twenty men and women students of various nationalities were
doing modern English history. The lecturer had previously dis-
cussed with the students the headings under which the work was
to be done. Different students had undertaken to prepare
different problems. After the lecture the students reported on
the work they had done. The history was surprisingly free from
propaganda. There was discussion followed by a summing up
by the lecturer. The textbooks used were all Russian and the
lecturer was very anxious to obtain some English history-books
of the period. I also attended a psychology lecture given to
about thirty students. This was the second lecture on the aim of
education and elementary pedagogy. The students were all
women and looked astonishingly like a group of students in an
English training college. Another class I visited was taking
physiology. There were about fifteen men and women. The
students here were giving ten-minute oral reports on work they
had done. There was disagreement with the lecturer, and
consequent discussion. Again the final summing up was by the
lecturer.
The students generally gave me an impression of keenness.
There was a purposive, eager look about them, as though they
were setting out on high adventure. All those with whom I
talked had great faith in their country's future and in their own
powers. It would not be true to say that all personal problems
had disappeared, but they played a very minor part in the
ffires of these builders of Communism. They need to mix with
tbe world outside the U.SJ3.R. to broaden their experience and